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Bromsgrove District Council — Worcestershire Draft Rail investment Strategy Response

1 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Worcestershire Draft Rail Investment
Strategy (WDRIS), the below comments at this stage represents an officer response. Due to the tight
timescale for consultation, there have not been any appropriate Council meetings for this response
to be considered formally. This process will take place in September and should any amendments be
required as a result of the formal consideration process we will advise you in due course.

2 The Council welcomes the ambitious plan for investment in rail infrastructure, and
acknowledges the investment already made in the district in the form of the new Bromsgrove
Station. It has long been recognised in many forums and documents including the infrastructure
delivery plan, which accompanies the Councils recently adopted Bromsgrove District Plan (BDP), that
significant investment in all types of physical and social infrastructure are needed to support the
development planned for across the District

3 It is acknowledged that the WDRIS supports the development of the Worcestershire LTP4,
these comments have been made with previously submitted comments on the LTP4 in mind, and in
some instances cover some of the same concerns. As it is supporting the LTP4 it would have been
beneficial if the WDRIS was published for consultation at the same time as the LTP4, in order to
provide a full and more coherent response to both documents.

4 As expressed in the Councils response to LTP4 a significant issue is the lack of an overall
transport strategy for Worcestershire and in particular concern to BDC, north Worcestershire. The
production of the WDRIS in isolation from an overall strategy or complimentary strategies for other
forms of transport highlights this point further. It is difficult to judge what the impacts of the
improvements for rail provision will actually make, bearing in mind that rail transport in all cases also
relies on other forms of transport, walk/cycle/bus/car to access the rail services in the first instance.
Without similar complimentary strategies and investment in these other forms of transport, there is
a concern that the impacts of the investment in rail provision will not be fully be realised.

5 With these factors in mind we would echo previous comments submitted in relation to the
LTP4 consultation, that an overall transport strategy for North Worcestershire is an essential project
going forward. We would also reiterate the Council is committed to working with WCC and other
stakeholders, to prepare and implement a strategy which helps inform future land use choices and
subsequently then delivers the infrastructure required.

6 An additional concern with the rail investment strategy is it is to internally focused on the
rail network and not does not sufficiently link to other key influences. This is not just the other
modes of transport as mentioned above, but also the wider development that is planned for across
the District. It is acknowledged in chapter 4 that reference is made to the adopted BDP as well as
many other plans, which is welcomed. Para 4.3.5 identifies the South Worcestershire Development
plan see rail as being an important enabler of development. BDC would also contend that the BDP



has a similar focus with multiple references to the importance of rail, and strategies to help
enhanced access and therefore usage of Bromsgrove Station, we would respectfully request that this
fact is reflected in any further versions of this strategy. What is not clear is, if/how this information
has directly informed the conditional outputs in the later chapters of the plan. Whilst it is safe to
assume that new development should place further pressure on the rail network, what is unclear is if
the decisions for investment has clearly been linked to the location and quantum of further
development.

7 Another important point to note it that future planning decisions will be made on new
locations and quanta for growth which is acknowledged at various points within the strategy, these
decisions will have an impact on the need for future rail infrastructure. It is important that an
element of flexibility is built into the strategy in order for future land use decisions to be adequately
supported by appropriate infrastructure. This further strengthens the needs for an overall transport
strategy.

8 Parking improvements at railway stations have been included as a conditional output it is
assumed this includes the 243 specified for Bromsgrove, 32 for Hagley, 58 for Barnt Green and 68 for
Alvechurch in table 3.15. Wythall is referred to as having no need for any new spaces even though
there is currently no parking provision at this station, and it has been an longstanding issue to
attempt to address this. Reference is made to a draft WRIS2 car parking study, we have been advised
that this study is not yet available which is disappointing. In order to comment further on the
likelihood of any parking improvements being made, this study should be provided as soon as
possible and we would request a similar amount of time to respond to it. The WDRIS also refers to
the aspirational enhancement schemes contained in LTP4 for the stations at Hagley, Alvechurch and
Wythall, all of these enhancement schemes refer to the possibility of parking improvements. It is
important that WDRIS and its associated car parking study, fully inform the final version of the LTP4
to ensure that a clear picture is provided for future parking improvements / additions likely to be
required.

Other minor comments are

9 Section 4 also incorrectly includes the Kidderminster / Bewdley area in the greater
Birmingham HMA, para 2.48, 4.52 and then 5.4 of the Peter Brett Associates phase 2 report
identifies Wyre Forest as being outside the Greater Birmingham HMA.

10 The bottom of para 4.4.2 the document incorrectly states the Bromsgrove plan is still in the
planning process.
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